make the attempt. But as the audience which I have the honour of addressing embraces representatives of the other learned professions, I feel that I may be permitted to omit numerous details, and to confine myself to the consideration of those broader results which can scarcely fail to be interesting to every educated man.
The Practice of Medicine may be conveniently divided into three departments ; there is, in the first place, that which inquires into the nature of disease, or Pathology ; in the second, that which treats of the recognition of existing disease, or Diagnosis; and in the third, there is the division which comprehends the treatment of disease, or Therapeutics. Let us, The animal is now apparently dead, but the heart goes on beating and continues to do so for two or three minutes, when the contractions become weaker and gradually cease. During the period while the heart goes on beating, it is impossible to produce any reflex movement. When the body is opened, the blood is found black from imperfect oxygenation. The poison has proved fatal by abolishing the respiratory movements. When galvanism is applied to the nerves, no movements of the corresponding muscles are elicited ; reflex actions we have seen are abolished ; but the muscles retain their properties, for, when directly galvanized, they contract. Now, the action of this poison is absolutely confined to the nervous system ; but Ave can go farther, and say that it acts exclusively upon the motor nerves, and that it kills by paralyzing the muscles of respiration. The heart goes on beating after motion in the other muscles has been abolished, because its movements do not stand in the same relation to the nervous system; finally, it stops, in consequence of failure of the respiration; but if artificial respiration be kept up for a sufficient time, 
